
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-154

AMENDMENT OF WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS, ORDER NO. 89-101

NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0037664

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO
SOUTHEAST WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PLANT

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board) finds that:

1. The City and county of San Francisco (hereinafter the City)
owns and operates the Southeast Water Pollution Control
Plant. The plant treats sewage from the eastern two-thirds
of the city, discharging it to San Francisco Bay via a deep
water outfall at Pier 80 (Army Street terminal). During wet
weather periods, effluent flows in excess of 110 mgd are
discharged to Islais Creek via a near shore outfall at Quint
Street. Such discharges occur, on average, 600 hours per
year and do not receive 10:1 initial dilution.

2. On June 20, 1984, the Board issued waste discharge
requirements for the Southeast plant in Order No. 84-027
(NPDES permit CA0037664). On the same date, the Board
adopted Order No. 84-029, requiring the city to cease and
desist from discharging waste contrary to the requirements
in Order No. 84-027. Specifically, the City was violating
the prohibition against discharge of waste with less than
10:1 initial dilution.

3. On June 15, 1988, the Board adopted Order No. 88-105,
revising certain compliance dates set forth in the earlier
cease and desist order (Order No. 84-029). On June 21,
1989, the Board reissued the Southeast plant's NPDES permit
in Order No. 89-101.

4. The Quint Street outfall will continue to discharge effluent
to Islais Creek for at least another five years. In
February 1990, the City requested a delay in selecting an
alternative that would provide 10:1 initial dilution. On
October 16, 1991, the Board adopted Order No. 91-153,
amending Cease and Desist Order No. 88-105, giving the City
until November 1994 to select an alternative. The most
likely alternatives - new Bay outfall or cross-town
transport - will take several years to design and construct.
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